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Emma Florence Dodge
1865-1942
One wonders what Emma Dodge was thinking when she rode up the mountain to Pleasant Hill to begin a new life with her parents in Tennessee.  She was supposed to be happily settled at Mount Holyoke College beginning her time there as a student.  Instead she, along with her mother Phoebe, family friend Fred Williams and a teacher, was heading to the wilderness of Tennessee where her father Benjamin was to establish a church and a school under the auspices of the American Missionary Association, Hannah Lord.  She described herself as a slender girl of nineteen, a victim that summer of whooping cough.  Benjamin and Phoebe had lost other children to throat trouble, so Emma went south with them.  Her cough lasted for a year.  What could she possibly have been feeling except disappointment?

If she was disappointed, she never said.  She did say that the trip from Sparta to isolated Pleasant Hill was novel and full of adventure!  Emma’s life unfolded right here on the Cumberland Plateau from 1884 until her death in 1942.  She left the mountain from time to time, but Dodge Cottage was her only home.  Her life was spent in service to the academy her father founded.  
Emma was born in Castine, Maine on October 11, 1865.  She moved with her family to parishes in Maine and Massachusetts, then back to Castine.  She lived with her brother-in-law and his family in Biddeford, Maine while she went to high school.  In Pleasant Hill she rode horseback around the region, worked at home, entertained with her parlor organ, and studied.

With the expenses of her older brother’s illness and death and the expenses of starting the academy, Emma knew there was no money for her to go to college.  She said “So I waited.  I had a burning desire to go to college and I did not stop studying.”  Perhaps that early disappointment fueled her lifelong love of learning.
The Chautauqua Institute provided one avenue for Emma’s desire to learn.  She took their four year Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle course and graduated in 1888 along with 3,967 others.  This correspondence course was rigorous and included books and articles on the Middle Ages, German, literature of the Far East, and readings of Washington Irving.
When the first academy building was completed in 1887, the AMA hired Emma to be one of the two teachers.  She taught all ages.  Her pay, $15 a month, came from the sale of used clothing at The Grab.  

Emma was away from home from 1888-1890 when she studied at Oberlin College.   After those two years she felt her place was with her parents as her mother’s health was failing.  She began teaching at the academy again in 1891. Her teaching career covered a wide range of subjects:  Latin, solid geometry, geography, English grammar, algebra, civics, English composition and rhetoric, Tennessee history, U.S. history, agriculture and Bible!
After her father’s death in 1897, until Emma’s health failed, she and her mother kept the house and farm going with the help of student workers  They gave the farm to the academy in 1910 with the understanding that a portion of the house would continue to be their home.  The gift of the farm was a great boon to the academy.  

After her mother died in 1913 Emma went to Chautauqua almost every summer.  She took their three year course for librarians between 1925 and 1928, studying at Chautauqua in the summers and doing the course work at the academy during the school year.  Emma’s love for Chautauqua continued.  She served as hostess in the Congregational House and was elected second vice-president of her 1888 class at their 1931 class reunion.   She returned to Chautauqua as late as 1935.  Her name is listed in the Chautauqua Daily as having been a speaker at a Women’s Christian Temperance Union meeting in 1934.  Her class motto “Let us be seen by our deeds” was especially appropriate for her life.
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy in Connecticut was another avenue for education that attracted Emma.  She studied there in 1924 and 1925 while she was retired from teaching but anticipating a return as the academy’s librarian.  In her book History of Pleasant Hill (privately printed in 1938) she wrote about enjoying the city’s attractions, especially the fine churches.

Emma’s academy activities were always closely linked with church work.  She wrote that “especially in the early years the teachers were to be Christian workers and do active Christian service outside the school room.”  She took this charge seriously and was active in Christian Endeavor and the church’s Sunday School; she played the organ for church and meetings, served as church clerk and worked in “whatever way Christian manhood and Christian womanhood might be advanced.”
Her tenure as the academy’s librarian was from 1925 until 1936.  When she retired in 1936 she wrote “I was seventy years old and that was old enough to stop.”  The library had doubled in size during those 11 years.

She also wrote:  first, a 25 year history of the academy, then a Souvenir History of Pleasant Hill Academy, 1884-1924, and later her History of Pleasant Hill.  Iris Webb Glebe acknowledges the value of Emma’s history in her foreword to Thy Loving Children Still.
Emma was proud of her students.  She recalled that one of her classes in Latin had students who became a physician and surgeon in Oklahoma, a doctor in St. Louis and a Methodist minister.  She kept in touch with her students and took pride in their accomplishments.
Warren Wheeler, academy principal and close friend of Emma, described her as a “counselor to the people of the community, as a wise adviser in the school faculty and as a balance wheel, like her father in all the trials and tribulations of school life and management and ready for her part in the school burdens.”  She was described by others as “dear Miss Dodge,” the backbone of the academy, steadfast, shy, self-effacing, prim, proper, pious and an old-fashioned lady.  The month she died she was visited by many well-wishers on her birthday and serenaded by academy students.  
Emma and others had dreamed of the creation of a library dedicated to the memory of her father, but this dream was never realized.  Emma spent her last months at Uplands Sanitarium and died the morning after the Ohio building was dedicated.  She is buried alongside her parents in the Pleasant Hill cemetery.  A writer in the Crossville Chronicle at the time of her death said she “was known and loved by thousands of former students and neighbors.”  She left a rich legacy of love and devotion to Pleasant Hill Academy and to its students and, in return, was loved by thousands!
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