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A Look Back to 1938
Words from Oscar M. Fogle, Principal of Pleasant Hill Academy

“The original depression was slow in reaching our area and Federal set-ups for relief were pretty well organized before our people suffered desperately.  The Federal project known as the Cumberland Homesteads provided a great many of our people with work; but now that that project is finished, people are beginning to suffer more during this recession than they did during the original depression as a result of being unemployed.

To meet this situation in our community we have extended our program here as far as our  limited means will allow.  At the present time, eight to ten families are on our payroll in different capacities about the plant….we are able through this labor to beautify our grounds and to improve our farm.  This relieves to some extent, the tasks that would otherwise be imposed on our students.”

Words from Helen Pennell, Teacher, Grades 3-5

“Through the kindness of a Coca-Cola salesman we received a few dozen pencils and some theme paper.  This, with the help of similar materials sent by a number of our good friends, have provided our boys and girls with the necessary tools for their school work.  In addition, we have also received three dozen pairs of small scissors, a gift which any elementary teacher in this section would envy.

One of our most prized pieces of equipment is a small radio.  We listen to the Educational School of the Air programs.  With much profit we hear music appreciation broadcasts, geography, literature and science lessons.  The radio is indeed an invaluable aid to the education of our children.”

Words from Theona Rothermel, Teacher, English, Dramatics and Physical Education

Dr. Taylor, visiting from Columbia University, made this observation:  “I know this is a successful school.  The teachers look happy.”  Theona Rothermel responded with these thoughts.

“ ‘Because teachers look happy’—that idea was certainly a novel and challenging one.  But what connection is there between the happiness of the teachers and the success of the school?  Fundamentally it would mean that the basic Principal-Teacher-Student relationship was functioning easily and satisfyingly.  For if one individual in this closely-knit tripartite arrangement fails to work in harmony with the other two, he automatically throws the whole out of balance.  And balance, or ease in performing or accepting a service is the secret of happiness.”

Words from Grace Rowe, Director of Wheeler Hall (Girls’ Dormitory)
“My desire and aim has been to encourage home-making, and it has met with such success that many girls now come to me voluntarily for advice about arranging their rooms.  Some use their cots as day-beds.  Not many have colored bed-spreads, and very few have matching pairs.  They use the patchwork quilts, if they are colorful enough, as covers.  The girls prove their originality and resourcefulness by combining materials and using odds and ends for bureau scarfs, wardrobe curtains, tie-backs for curtains and by making covers for old wash stands thus converting them into dressing tables.  They cover orange crates for use as bedside tables or shoe boxes, using any suitable material which can be found.  The girls are delighted to have cushions or any accessories to decorate their rooms.  The rooms are painted differently – some green, some blue, lavender or buff.”

Words from Edwin E. White, Pastor of Pleasant Hill Community Church

“The winter was a hard one, especially in the region left destitute by the closing of the mines.  WPA work there brought some of the men about $21 a month.  How some of the other families got along at all is a mystery.  The mason jars provided by friends last summer proved a real help to many.  Filled jars that had been returned to us in payment for a supply of these jars, went a long way towards providing hot lunches for two schools [in the coal mine areas].  We gave some jars to another school, where the teachers and mothers filled them for lunches.  With money received at Christmas we bought powdered milk, meal, and other supplies for a few schools.  The Save the Children Fund sent us Ovaltine.  The supply of powdered milk and Ovaltine left over after the schools closed has been used in special cases of illness and lack of food….The craft shop, about which we have talked for so long, is now a reality with an expert craftsman turning our beautiful articles.  We still need money to finish some rooms in the building, finish paying for the excellent machinery we so fortunately found for sale, and carry on the work until enough markets are secured to keep the shop busy.  We want to see crafts of all kinds developed throughout our region, especially those using easily available material to beautify homes or bring in a bit of money
The Community House at Ravenscroft has rendered a fine service in that old mining center.  The Pleasant Hill doctors have maintained a weekly clinic besides making many calls on the sick.  Blankets supplied by the Red Cross helped a number of families through the winter.  The Red Cross also provided yeast for those suffering with pellagra; and garden seed, which we have distributed quite widely.  The women have organized a sewing club and are now doing some splendid community work.  Scout Troops are active – the boys are going in for gardening, and the girls plan to can the produce.  The library has been a blessing.  Groups gather at the House for fellowship.  The chief interest right now is the growing of crops on the land around the Community House and in doing everything possible to make good crops a reality throughout the settlement.”

________

These excerpts come from a mimeographed pamphlet called “Mountain Trails” that was distributed by the American Missionary Association to bring attention to “this character building and leadership-training service” in Pleasant Hill.  Sharon Weible, Fall 2017
